THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
supposed to be fighting the Labour Party. They cannot, dare
not, be told that behind the scenes a truce had been called,
that high up between certain members of the hierarchy of both
parties, there is amity and concord. Baldwin is placidly
smoking the calumet of peace. With MacDonald, he has
closed, so to speak, the doors of Janus. But in the waiting
period it is necessary to keep up a show of opposition. The
ordinary rough and tumble of Party fighting developed into
mere shadow boxing as far as the Tory leader was concerned.
As days went by and the Tory Front Bench could do nothing
but be whimsically humorous in their speeches, there arose
murmurings in the rank and file of the Tory forces. Why
were they not being led forward into battle ?
* Those behind cried e< Forward,"
And those in front called <e Back" *
An Opposition that does not really oppose is a strange pheno-
menon. An Opposition whose leaders do not want to be suc-
cessful in an attack on their enemies, is stranger still. Yet to
defeat the Labour Government at this stage would spoil
everything. The supreme essential of a ' National' Coalition
Government was that all parties must be in it : Labour, Tory,
and Liberal, each, represented by their leaders. That meant
that the key position was held by MacDonald as leader of the
Labour Party. But he must be the leader at the time when the
change-over took place, as it was only as leader of the Labour
Party that he could be asked to form a Coalition Government.
If by any chance he were removed from the leadership before
he became Prime Minister of the new Government, the plan
would be wrecked. The Labour Government could only be
defeated on a direct motion of censure. The obvious course,
therefore, for those who proposed setting up a National
Government was to avoid any such motion. That was all
right as far as the leaders were concerned, but what about
the rank and file. They could not be told the reason why the
Labour Government must not be defeated. This put the Tory
leaders on the horns of a dilemma. To ban the moving of a
motion of censure would be awkward. So the only way was
to take steps to prevent the motion being successful.
Now there was one subject, unemployment insurance, on.
328